Pituitary function in young women in a reformatory institution.
Pituitary function was assessed by measuring serum prolactin thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH), follicle stimulating hormone (FSH) and luteinizing hormone (LH) before and after LH releasing hormone (LH-RH) (100 mg intravenously) and sulpiride (100 mg intramuscularly) administration in 13 young women in a reformatory institution, and in six employees of the same establishment with regular cycles, serving as control group. Ovarian endocrine activity was assessed with basal oestradiol estimations. Seven out of the 13 restricted women had secondary amenorrhea that began shortly after their imprisonment and six had regular cycles. Basal oestradiol concentration was similar in the three groups, but prolactin response to sulpiride was significantly higher in the control group than that in either group of inmates. Basal FSH, LH and TSH concentrations as well as FSH and TSH responses were not different in the three groups, but the LH response to LH-RH was significantly higher in the group of inmates with amenorrhea than that in the two remaining groups.